	Activities              For project Puzzle in OKO CZ           2010-CZ-46

	Please describe the aims and the theme(s) of the activity, the working methods, the schedule (start/end of the activity, different phases etc.) and the general role and tasks of the volunteer(s) in the activity.

Volunteers will take part in these activities during the project (it is in the order of importance):

1. English/German/French/Spanish conversation clubs

Once or twice a week the volunteers will run a conversation club in English, German, French or Spanish. Each club lasts for between one hour and an hour and a half. Each volunteer can organize this activity independently: they usually begin this activity with a presentation of themselves and their own countries, showing pictures and talking about different traditions and cultural topics. The volunteers are free to organize this clubs as they prefer: Non formal discussions, role plays, games, reading articles from magazines, actuality topics (environment, politics, mass media…). As the conversation clubs are an independent responsibility for each volunteer, it is up to them to tailor the experience for their own participants. The volunteers learn a lot about teaching methods and how to communicate, and also express something easily with people who don’t speak their language fluently. These clubs will give the individual a lot of experience to work on personal abilities, such as patience, flexibility, confidence, speaking in front of a group etc. English clubs are the most frequent, being three to four times a week. It is also important that you are prepared to travel as twice or three times a week there will be activities in Hradec Kralove, a larger city about one hour away from Rychnov. (These include assisting in a kindergarten with English language and a cinema club in your native language). 

2. Teaching assistance in schools.
The volunteers will visit some state secondary schools in Rychnov nad Kneznou and in the surrounding villages. They have lessons with the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th class. This means that pupils are from 11 to 14 years old. They prepared program for 4 weeks during November and December, and other 4 in March, April and May. Again the topics are up to the volunteers, as a team, but there are some meetings with the teachers of the schools before each “school session”. The teachers can suggest or ask for specific topics and they are always in the classroom with the volunteers during the lessons. Volunteers usually take part in the English and German lessons. Their task is to make pupils more active than in traditional lessons, with games and funny activities, to show them that learning a foreign language can also be funny. For the oldest kids the aim was a little different: intercultural and English language were the main points; English is the international language in Europe (and not only in Europe) and we tried to make them understand how important it is to learn this language. Young people all over Europe learn English so that we can communicate without learning all 25 official languages in the European Union. We usually present our own countries and traditions, so that we can also have an intercultural lesson about Germany, France and Italy. The volunteers can learn a lot about teaching methods (of course more informal) and how it is to be a teacher.

3. Teaching assistance in English/French/German courses.   

OKO is a language school which organizes language courses for children, youngsters and adults. The languages that are taught are English, German, French and Spanish. The centre has several courses for different levels: beginners, advanced, intermediate and so on. There are about 5-8 students in each course, so groups are usually very small with a familiar atmosphere. The volunteers will occasionally take part and their task is to prepare some activities in order to make people speak the foreign languages. Usually the teacher suggests a topic or asks the volunteer to prepare a specific topic (it is also possible that the teacher helps with preparation of the lesson). The teacher is usually in the classroom with the volunteer during the lesson, to help and translate when there are some communication problems. The lessons are mostly about informal conversation.  By the way, the volunteer is usually free to choose the methods (power point presentation, games, questions…). 

4. Exposition
     Every two months volunteers prepare an exposition for the town hall; these are based around specific topics. This activity is comprised of creation of posters, pictures, drawings and small written texts. Each volunteer is free to prepare his/her posters in a personal and creative style. The topic of the exhibition is usually up to volunteers but these are also depending on the season; for instance we have had themes including: the day of languages, Halloween, the European voluntary service, Christmas and Easter traditions in France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the Czech Republic. As the exhibition opens the volunteers will take part in open days, presenting the exposition with games and activities for the children’s classes coming to visit with their teachers. Activities take place in the English language, and are connected with the topic of the exhibition: they can be small games, drawings, or speaking tasks to actively engage with the pupils, and challenge them to use their English. Age ranges vary, the youngest groups being around 5-6 years and the oldest around 16-17 years, so it important to be prepared with appropriate activities for their levels of understanding.

5. Bulletin
      Volunteers will write a number of “bulletins”, a small and informative magazine of four or six pages in A5 format. The bulletin is about different topics, which are usually connected with the exposition’s topics or intercultural issues.  Volunteers can take pictures, write articles, interviews, reports, and so on, depending on the creativity of the volunteer. Sometimes we create ‘special editions’ for children, with games and short stories (for Christmas, for example). We have it in English, German, French and Spanish. It is not simply a translation of the same articles in different languages as each volunteer is responsible to communicate the cultural traditions of their original language and country, representing and respecting cultural differences also through languages. 

6. Actions for children (Bambiriada, Open day)
      The biggest action for children is Bambiriada. It consists of two days, during which all the organizations working with children and youth have the chance to organize some activities in order to present themselves. It is usually held in May, in Rychnov’s park, but in case of bad weather it is held in the town hall. Each association has a space where people from the different organizations play some games or make some handicrafts for children, who simply go around and join the different activities. 

      Volunteers prepare some activities for children also for the open days of the exhibition. Some classes with their teachers come from schools to visit the exhibition in these particular days, so we present the exposition in a more interactive way. We always try to combine physical activity or games and English language, especially for children.

7. Updating web pages (volunteers’ blog)
 The volunteers’ blog is an opportunity for the volunteers to write about the activities they are currently organizing, share experiences, showcase their achievements and involve more people in the work. It also may include making some advertising, and evaluation of the results of the activities they have already done. Each volunteer keeps their own blog in their own language, and these must be updated weekly. There is also a collective EVS blog that everyone should contribute to. The aim of the blog is to get in touch with more people, especially youngsters. 

8. Decoration and tidying 

      Volunteers usually tidy up their own office and OKO rooms once a week. We also prepare some decorations for Easter or Christmas, like coloured eggs and paper flowers, coloured strings and so on.

9. Summer camp

 Each year OKO organizes a summer camp for children aged from 9 to 16. The camp is held on the giant mountains in July.  Children learn English at school and they have some English lessons in the morning prepared by teachers, in the afternoon they play some games outside in the forest, or go for a walk in the countryside. In the evening there are more games, campfires and discos. The volunteers’ task is to prepare afternoon and evening activities, which may be outside (physical activities) and indoor in case of rain. There is material like flipchart, scissors and coloured papers for handicrafts, or volunteers can organize a treasure hunt in the forest which can be another example of activity.



	

	

	The volunteers will gain more indipendence in organizing their activities, preparing lessons and games for classes and conversation clubs. They will be able to use different kind of resources: books, internet, creativity, team work, recycling and adapting activities for different groups and so on… 

They will gain more self confidence in leading lessons and discussions in the conversation clubs, so they will develop their communication skills.

The volunteers will work in an international team, so they will need to be able to share the activities and cooperate; communication skills are very important in this field (and also in the lessons and clubs, of course), because often different languages and cultures lead to misunderstandings that the volunteers will have to overcome by improving their comunication and tolerance attitudes.

Creativity is a skill which can be developed in this project through the exhibition (preparing posters and pictures) but also in finding topics and activities for children and youngsters.

The volunteer will acquire more competencies in computer work, for example we usually edit the bulletin in open office, so they will get accustom to this program. Moreover, we usually prepare presentations in power point, so we will use this program quite often too. Pikasa webalbum is another program to put photos on internet pages, which we use to update the volunteers’ blog.

Intercultural skills will be acquired through this project, because volunteers will live and work in a foreign country but also with an international team. So they can learn from each about different languages and cultures.

 

	* Up to 100 volunteers may participate in one activity. The maximum number of volunteers per project is 100. Each activity must involve at least one EU Member State. 


	Impact: 

	Please explain:

· the expected results of the activity,

The general goal of this project is to give the volunteers some experience of different cultures and language, life and work abroad, meanwhile they can make some good activities for the local community too. In this case OKO centrum can be a more interesting and complete language school, which can offer not only traditional language courses, but also conversation classes with foreigners. Moreover interculturality is connected to diversity of languages and foreigners bring their own culture with them in the courses in a more effective way. The aim is not only teaching languages but also having an intercultural exchange through discussions among students and volunteers about different topics in the conversation clubs and lessons.

As far as the teaching assistance is concerned, the result is to be able to give an interesting, interactive lesson in a foreign language with a foreigner; this should make the course more interesting for students and can also give them some intercultural perspectives. It should also stimulate and improve students’ conversation skills in foreign languages.
The exhibition should be catchy, attractive for people, to make them curious about different cultures and languages, provide some new information about different countries and cultures.

The bulletin is a good way to encourage people read in foreign languages and learn more about customs and traditions in other european countries.

· the impact on the participants involved,

The participants (volunteers, youngsters, students, oko staff, children) will have some more informations about other european countries, cultures, traditions and languages. They will be more motivated in learning languages; furthermore, participants will widen their own personal horizons and be more open minded towards cultural differences and foreign languages in order to create mutual tolerance and respect. 

· the impact of the activity at local level

People will have a more international and stimulating enviroment around them, more possibilities to talk to foreigners and have cultural exchanges, more information about other countries, new styles of  learning and teaching, different point of views and ideas 
· the impact of the activity at regional, national, European/international level (if applicable) 

It is important to have some intercultural exchanges to support the European Union in creating a real unity among European citizens: this can be possible by trying to promote connections among people from different countries, make them know each other personally through cultural exchanges like EVS,spreading the English language as the international language in the Union (which makes communication easier). This should lea to mutual respect and understanding of cultural differences as a real unity (not only political or economical) among European people. 



	


What else can you do in/next to this project?

Everything depends on your initiative and new ideas what you can do beside your NORMAL work.

You could take part in children clubs and teach for example the smallest first words in another language. Sometimes you can also help in the local Gymnasium as a kind of tutor for pupils. The exhibition is a great possibility to show your creative talent connected with an interesting topic. Next year there will be also another group of volunteers in Rychnov for another project…you could cooperate with them for new ideas…just take the initiative.

Intercultural evening

The idea of this evening is to give local people an insight in your culture through presentations, food and conversation within a nice atmosphere of an evening program. It takes place once a year in the last half of the voluntary year. It’s one of the bigger events especially for volunteers and takes a long preparation and creation time. The evening starts with normal conversation and food tasting (which is normally self-made by the volunteers). For the following program the volunteers are responsible, they can play games, show slide-shows from their home country and include the visitors with some riddles or pub-quizzes afterwards. Visitors are usually from OKO and friends but this evening is open for all the local people who want to come.

	Learning objectives: 

	Please describe which competencies (knowledge, skills and attitudes) do you expect the volunteers to acquire and through which processes  this will be ensured. Please explain the role of the mentor(s) in here, e.g. in ensuring regular contacts, monitoring the learning process and issuing the Youthpass-EVS at the end of the activity.

	The volunteers will gain more independence in organizing their activities, preparing lessons and games for classes and conversation clubs. They will be able to use different kind of resources: books, internet, creativity, team work, adapting activities for different groups and so on… 

They will gain more self confidence in leading lessons and discussions in the conversation clubs, so they will develop their communication skills.

The volunteers will work in an international team, so they will need to be able to share the activities and cooperate; communication and organization skills are very important in this field (and also in the lessons and clubs, of course), because often different languages and cultures lead to misunderstandings that the volunteers will have to overcome by improving their comunication and tolerance attitudes.

Creativity is a skill which can be developed in this project through the exhibition (preparing posters and pictures) but also in finding topics and activities for children and youngsters for using during assistants in courses and for freetime during the summer camp.

The volunteer will acquire more competencies in computer work, for example we usually edit the bulletin in open office, so they will get accustom to this program. Moreover, we usually prepare presentations in power point, so we will use this program quite often too, as well as Pikasa webalbum, which we use to update the volunteers’ blog. We also have the chance to use internet as a research method. 


